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Unit and 
Pacing 

Essential 
Questions 

Enduring 
Understandings Content Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary Connections 

Unit I* 
 

Citizenship, 
Government, 
and Human 

Rights 
 

12 weeks 

What are the 
classroom and 
school rules? 
 
Do we need 
rules? 
 
Why is it 
important to 
follow rules? 
 
What is a 
community?  
 
How can we 
become 
contributing 
members of our 
classroom 
communities? 
 
What is a 
citizen? What 
makes a good 
citizen? 
 
How do people 
vote? 
 
Why do people 
vote? 
 

Rules help to keep our 
community safe and 
orderly. 
 
All people are different 
and should be respected 
and treated fairly.  
 
Community helpers 
include dentists, doctors, 
construction workers, and 
grocery store workers. If 
you are thinking this 
includes most jobs, you’re 
right! 
 
There are different kinds 
of communities (family, 
school, neighborhood). 
 
Community members 
contribute to the needs and 
responsibilities of the 
community. 
 
Voting is an important part 
of the democratic process 
and being a citizen. 
 
By building a strong 
community relationship 
and standing up for each 

Key Terms: 
 
- Community 
- Rules 
- Citizenship 
- Community Helpers 
- Voting 
- Human Rights 
(Fairness, 
Equality, Sharing) 
- Problem solving 
- Taking turns 
- Respect 
- Bullying 
 
HCM: Use various 
picture books and short 
videos that promote 
tolerance, preventing 
bullying and supporting 
human rights; as well 
as, providing equal 
opportunities in the 
work field (gender 
bias). 

Formative: 
 
Create classroom rules chart. 
 
Write, type, and/or draw a 
picture of what makes them 
unique. 
 
Draw a picture of a 
community helper and tell 
how they are important. 
 
Summative: 
 
Benchmark Assessment #1 
Draw a picture of a school 
rule and tell why it is 
important. 
*Since this is a benchmark 
assessment, this should be 
given at the beginning of 
the year and at the end of 
the year. 
 

6.3.4.D.1 Identify 
actions that are 
unfair or 
discriminatory, 
such as bullying, 
and propose 
solutions to address 
such actions. 
 
6.1.4.A.9 Compare 
and contrast 
responses of 
individuals and 
groups, past and 
present, to 
violations of 
fundamental rights 
(e.g. fairness, civil 
rights, activism in 
subsequent 
generations). 
 
6.1.4.A.12 Explain 
the process of 
creating change at 
the local, state, or 
national level. 
 
 

W.K.2 
Use a combination of drawing, 
dictating, and writing to compose 
informative/ explanatory texts in 
which they name what they are 
writing about and supply some 
information about the topic. 
 
RL.K.1 
With prompting and support, ask 
and answer questions about key 
details in a text (e.g., who, what, 
where, when, why, how). 
 
RL.K.2  
With prompting and support, retell 
familiar stories, including key 
details (e.g., who, what, where, 
when, why, how). 
 
RL.K.10  
Actively engage in group reading 
activities with purpose and 
understanding. 
 
8.1.2.4.A Demonstrate 
developmentally appropriate 
navigation skills in virtual 
environments (i.e. games, 
museums). 

●  Students will watch 
BrainPop Jr video on 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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How can we 
show good 
character traits?  
 
What is 
fairness? 
What are human 
rights? 
 
What is a bully? 
 
What should be 
done if someone 
bullies others? 
 
What should 
you do if you 
see someone 
being bullied? 
 
What makes you 
unique? 
 
Who are our 
community 
helpers? 
 
 

other, we can help to stop 
bullies. 
 
Having good character 
means that you are honest, 
responsible, kind, friendly, 
and trustworthy. 
 
Human rights belong to 
every person, without 
discrimination of any kind. 

Community/Rules and 
then take a quiz to follow 
up the presentation. 

●  Students will participate 
in a class vote using 
technology. 

 
CRP1 Act as a responsible and 
contributing citizen and employee. 
 
CRP5 Consider the environmental, 
social and economic impacts of 
decisions. 
 
CRP8 Utilize critical thinking to 
make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them. 
 
9.2.4.A.2 Identify various life roles 
and civic and work-related 
activities in the school, home, and 
community. 

  

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Unit and 
Pacing 

Essential 
Questions 

Enduring 
Understandings Content Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary Connections 

Unit II* 
 
History, 
Culture, and 
Perspectives 
 
12 weeks/ 
Ongoing 

Who is your 
family?  
 
What makes 
your family 
unique? 
 
What can we 
learn about 
culture through 
family traditions 
and customs? 
 
Why should we 
learn about other 
cultures and 
what does it 
teach us?  
 
What national 
holidays do we 
recognize and 
why do we 
celebrate these 
holidays? 
 
What are some 
basic U.S. 
symbols and 
monuments?  

Different cultures and 
families have their own 
unique and special 
traditions. 
 
There are different 
customs celebrated in 
America. These customs 
can include various foods 
and special clothing. 
 
There are leaders of our 
country who have had a 
significant impact on 
shaping our American 
identity. 
 
There are recognizable 
symbols that represent 
America. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance 
is an American custom 
and tradition. 

Key Terms: 
- Family  
- customs 
- traditions  
 
Holidays: 
- Veteran’s Day  
- Columbus Day  
- Election Day 
- Diwali 
- Thanksgiving 
- Hanukkah 
- Christmas 
- Martin Luther King Jr. 
- Presidents’ Day 
- Earth Day 
- Memorial Day 
- Eid 
- Flag Day 
 
Symbols and 
Monuments: 
 - Bald Eagle 
- American Flag 
- Liberty Bell 
- Statue of Liberty 
- Lincoln Memorial 
- Washington 
Monument 
 
U.S. leaders: 
- Martin Luther King Jr. 

Formative: 
 
Create a family portrait. 
 
Create a picture detailing a 
favorite family activity. 
 
Identify a holiday and tell 
why it is important. 
 
Summative:  
 
Common Assessment #2 
Identify important American 
symbols.  

6.1.4.D.17 Explain 
the role of 
historical symbols, 
monuments, and 
holidays and how 
they affect the 
American identity. 
 
6.1.4.D.18 Explain 
how an individual’s 
beliefs, values, and 
traditions may 
reflect more than 
one culture. 

SL.K.4 
Describe familiar people, places, 
things, and events and, with 
prompting and support, provide 
additional detail. 
 
SL.K.5 
Add drawings or other visual 
displays to descriptions as desired 
to provide additional detail. 
 
SL.K.6 
Speak audibly and express 
thoughts, feelings, and ideas 
clearly. 
 
RI.K.6 
Name the author and illustrator of 
a text and define the role of each in 
presenting the ideas or information 
in a text. 
 
RL.K.3 
With prompting and support, 
identify characters, settings, and 
major events in a story. 
 
RL.K.4 
Ask and answer questions about 
unknown words in a text. 
 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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- Abraham Lincoln 
- George Washington 
- current president 
 
HCM: Use various 
picture books and short 
videos that promote 
tolerance and that 
support human rights. 
 
How can we demand 
our country to agree to 
join this convention of 
human rights? 
(I Have The Right To 
Be A Child by Alain 
Serres). 
 
ACM: Use various 
picture books about 
Martin Luther King Jr., 
Ruby Bridges, and Rosa 
Parks to teach the 
students about equality. 

RL.K.5 
Recognize common types of texts 
(e.g., storybooks, poems). 
 
RL.K.6 
With prompting and support, name 
the author and illustrator of a story 
and define the role of each in 
telling the story. 
 
RL.K.9 
With prompting and support, 
compare and contrast the 
adventures and experiences of 
characters in familiar stories. 
 
8.1.P.C.1 Collaborate with peers 
by participating in interactive 
digital games or activities. 

●  Students will watch 
BrainPop Jr video on 
Holidays/Cultures, as 
well as, 
Symbol/Monuments and 
then take a quiz to follow 
up the presentation. 

 
8.2.2.B.4 Identify how the ways 
people live and work has changed 
because of technology. 

● Compare Abraham 
LIncoln’s life to their own 
life (school and home). 

 
CRP1 Act as a responsible and 
contributing citizen and employee. 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Unit III* 
 
Geography, 
People, and the 
Environment 
 
6 weeks 

Where are the 
important places 
within the 
school? 
 
Where do you 
live? 
 
What is a map? 
 
What is a globe? 
 
How can we 
help take care of 
our earth? 

Maps and globes help 
people find places on 
Earth. 
 
Maps can help us find 
places within a building or 
our community. 
 
People can help and hurt 
an environment. 

Key Terms: 
- Map 
- Globe 
- Symbol 
 
Types of Maps to 
Examine: 
- Neighborhood 
- School 
- Attraction (Zoo, 
Museum, Amusement 
Park) 
 
 
 

Formative: 
 
Be able to tell, verbally or in 
writing, your phone number 
and address. 
 
Create a map of a familiar 
place (bedroom, classroom, 
playground, etc).  
 
Make a poster telling about 
one way to take care of the 
Earth. 
 
Summative: 
 
Common Assessment #3 
Draw a picture of when you 
might use a map, and tell 
how it would be helpful to 
you. 

6.1.4.B.1 Compare 
and contrast 
information that 
can be found on 
different types of 
maps and 
determine how the 
information may be 
useful. 

SL.K.4 
Describe familiar people, places, 
things, and events and, with 
prompting and support, provide 
additional detail. 
 
RL.K.7  
With prompting and support, 
describe the relationship between 
illustrations and the story in which 
they appear (e.g., what moment in 
a story an illustration depicts). 
 
8.1.2.C.1 Engage in a variety of 
developmentally appropriate 
learning activities with students in 
other classes, schools, or countries 
using various media formats such 
as online collaborative tools, and 
social media. 

● Virtual Field Trips in 
another town or state. 

 
8.2.2.8.5 Collaborate to design a 
solution to a problem affecting the 
community. 

● Students will make a 
poster telling about one 
way to take care of the 
Earth. 

 
CRP8 Utilize critical thinking to 
make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them. 
 
 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Unit IV* 
Economics 
 
6 weeks 

What is the 
difference 
between needs 
and wants? 
 
What needs are 
the most 
important to 
live? 
 
What is work? 
 
What is a job? 
 
 

Distinguish between needs 
and wants. 
 
People make decisions 
based on their needs and 
wants. 
 
Some needs are more 
critical than others for 
survival. 
 
There are different tasks 
that people complete at 
their job. 
 

Key Terms: 
- Wants 
- Needs (shelter, food, 
water, air, clothing) 
- Work 
- Jobs 
 
 
HCM: Use various 
picture books and short 
videos that promote 
tolerance, prevent 
bullying, support 
human rights, and 
demonstrate equal 
opportunities in 
different work fields 
(gender bias). 

Formative: 
 
When given an object, tell if 
it is a need or a want and 
why. 
 
Draw and write about a job 
you would like to have. 
 
Summative: 
 
Common Assessment #4 
Sort pictures of items into 
categories labeled needs and 
wants. 
 
Benchmark Assessment #5 
Draw a picture of a school 
rule and tell why it is 
important. 

● This assessment 
was given in 
September and 
students are 
reassessed to show 
growth. 

6.1.4.C.2 
Distinguish 
between needs and 
wants and explain 
how scarcity and 
choice influence 
decisions made by 
individuals, 
communities, and 
nations. 

R1.K.1 With prompting and 
support, ask and answer questions 
about key details in a text. 
 
RI.K.2 With prompting and 
support, identify the main topic 
and retell key details of a text. 
 
RL.K.4 Ask and answer questions 
about unknown words in a text. 
 
W.K.1 Use a combination of 
drawing, dictating, and writing to 
compose opinion pieces in which 
they tell a reader the topic or the 
name of the book they are writing 
about, and state an opinion or 
preference about the topic or book 
(e.g. my favorite book is…). 
 
W.K.2 Use a combination of 
drawing, dictating, and writing to 
compose informative/explanatory 
texts in which they name what they 
are writing about and supply some 
information about the topic. 
 
W.K.3 Use a combination of 
drawing, dictating, and writing to 
narrate a single event or several 
loosely linked events, tell about the 
events in the order in which they 
occurred, and provide a reaction to 
what happened. 
 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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8.1.2.A.1 Identify the basic 
features of a digital device and 
explain its purpose. 

● Expose students to 
devices such as a 
calculator, cash register, 
and computers. These 
devices help people 
determine how much 
things cost and if they 
have enough money. 

 
CRP3 Attend to personal health 
and financial well-being. 
 
CRP5 Consider the environmental, 
social and economic impacts of 
decisions. 
 
9.1.4.A.1 Explain the difference 
between a career and a job, and 
identify various jobs in the 
community and the related 
earnings. 
 
9.1.4.B.1 Differentiate between 
financial wants and needs. 

 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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